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accompanied by any particulars such as those recorded or
invented in the Markandeya. The next subject is medicine,
compiled, avowedly, but injudiciously, from the Susruta. A
series of chapters on the mystic worship of Siva and Devi
follows; and the work winds up with a treatise on rhetoric,
prosody, and grammar according to the Sutras of Pingala
and Panini.
It is extremely difficult to find out exactly the period
when this cyclopaedic work was written.
It was undoubtedly written long before
the Mahomedan invasion. "The chapters* twelfth to fifteenth,
in which a synopsis of the Ramayana and Mahabharata is
given, conclusively prove that the work was written long- after
Ramayana and the Mahabharata and at & time when those
works had become very old and abstracts of them, were
likely to be prized by the general readers/ This is the view
of Dr. Rajendra Lala Mitra. Besides many mystic rite*,
mantras and ceremonies, with which this Purana teems and
many of which are entirely obsolete now and thoroughly
inexplicable clearly prove its antiquity* The mantras are
generally of the Tantric type. It may be that this work
might have been written after Tantric form of worship had
been introduced in this country. The likely inference is that
this work was written after the Tantric period and as the
author wanted to make a compilation of the history, mytho-
logy, rites, ceremonials, &c., of the Hindus for the informa-
tion of the general readers he gave an account of many
obsolete rites and mantrams that were in vogue in very
ancient time.
The numberless obsolete rites, ceremonials and cdantram*
described in this Purana. are of no in*
Important topics	*
terest   to a   general   reader.     But the
chapters on medicine, materia medica and pharmacy as well
as those on the treatment of elephants and horse di«e**es
are highly interesting* Besides an exhaustive account of

